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METHOD FOR SEPARATING BACKGROUND SPRITE AND 
FOREGROUND OBJECT AND METHOD FOR EXTRACTING 
SEGMENTATION MASK AND THE APPARATUS 



Assistant Commissioner for 

Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

CLAIM TO CONVENTION PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S. C. 119 

SIR: 

A claim to the Convention Priority Dates of the 
following Japanese Patent Applications was made at the time this 
United States application was filed. 

Application No . 

11-271142 

11-271143 

2000-232226 

In order to complete the claim to Convention Priority- 
Dates under 35 U.S.C, 119, a certified copy of each of these 
Japanese Applications is enclosed herewith. 



Filed 
September 24, 1999 
September 24, 1999 
July 31, 2000 



Respectfully submitted, 
KENYON & KENYON 
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This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy 
of the following application as filed with this office. 



Date of Application: September 24, 1999 

Application Number: Japanese Patent Application 

No. 11-271142 

Applicant( s ) : NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE 

CORPORATION 
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H 1 ) J2^±;r^'^'xi^ hti^&tHtm^ 2 5 5 fCff^f-S 
[0 0 2 1 ] 

:i(Z)c{;e)ic, m5i)-^^'&f}^^^oiz. :^^mvit. 5x.<Dm'^ cms (a) ) iz 
ti^(Dmmmiz:iBi-fi>^mmmm^^n ^^i^ti^xmrnL. mmm^-ft^x.^ 

[0 0 2 2] 
[0 0 2 3] 

[5§0;g(Z)^i;^] 

$:#1-§o JSi^, ^ig^<7)M^T'ij;> 1 / 5- 1 / 1 0(7)^f-t»il^ofec 
[0 0 2 4] 



ffi|iE4t 2000-3071370 



4t5]2 11—271142 

[01] 
[02] 
[03] 
[04] 
[05] 

0^ - ® ^ 1- 0 T -5 o 

21 mi^k^^u-fuy ^itm 

22 l|2r>:v^ D >^'D ^^kgp 

3 1 n^m^m 
3 2 2 

3 5 trfsmmgu 



tiisiE# 2000-3071370 



11—271142 

mm^] mm 
mi] 



(start) 



1 


' _. 

1 omn) 









S T O P ) 



1 



ffilEE# 2000-3071370 



11—271142 



[1212] 









> 











21 



22 



-7 ^ □ □ .j; >r Ih^JS V X ^7 



2 



ffiliE# 2000-3071370 



#^ 11—271142 



[03] 





r 






; > 




f 








f 



21 



22 



■7 ^ □ "IT □ -fbttT:^ V X ^ 



3 



ailiE# 2000-3071370 



#^ 11—271142 



[1214] 







^31 




















-^21 






-^22 
^35 

*. 1 











1 



4 



ffiiiEiRF 2000-3071370 



[1215] 



#^ 11-271142 




ffiliE# 2000-3071370 



11—271142 

mm] 

mi(Dm&(Dmn (n^i) &.±&^f3^^m^L. ^m^<^#^c»^'v^TlaM 
m^m] m i 



ttJH^ 2000-3071370 



11—271142 



m m A 



MM^^ C000004226] 
1. M^^MB 1999^ 7^150 



1 



£tliiE# 2000-3071370 



